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DRUMLANRIG CASTLE
Seat of the Douglas Clan in Dumfriesshire, to which the Kirkpatricks were septs.
A royal welcome awaits you at Drumlanrig Castle
	Immerse yourself in history at majestic Drumlanrig Castle. The finely hewn red sandstone that gives the ‘Pink Palace’ its affectionate name, adds to the beauty of what is regarded as one of the finest examples of 17th Century Renaissance architecture in Scotland. As you stand beneath the Castle’s imposing façade you’ll take in the same breathtaking views across the Nith Valley that convinced the first Duke of Queensberry to build his ancestral home here.
	And if you think it’s beautiful on the outside, wait until you see what’s waiting for you inside. The grand reception rooms, magnificent staircases, ornate period features and cosy parlours give you an intimate taste of life through the centuries. The exquisite rooms themselves are home to stunning paintings, tapestries and objects d’art and many pieces from the internationally acclaimed Buccleuch Art Collection.
The Dumfriesshire seat of the Douglas Family for generations, the Castle is yours to explore on a fascinating guided tour led by experts who are as passionate about art and history as they are about architecture and culture.
At Drumlanrig Castle  you’ll immerse yourself in over 600 years of The Douglas Family’s history. The story began in the 14th Century when William, the son of James, 2nd Earl of Drumlanrig (who died at Otterburn in 1388) became the 1st Laird of Drumlanrig.
Over the decades the Douglas family stayed close to the monarchy, a relationship, which as you’d expect, benefitted both the Douglases and the royals. However the relationship did have its difficult times and James Douglas was one of the Lords responsible for driving Mary Queen of Scots out of the country in 1567.
Yet Mary’s son, James Vl and l, chose to visit Drumlanrig in 1617 and the royal bond continued to strengthen. William, 3rd Earl of Queensberry, was very loyal to Charles II and was made 1st Duke of Queensberry in 1684. The Castle you see today was built to reflect his new-found status. Its rich history – told in both art and architecture – keeps the family history alive and stands as a fitting tribute to a clan who have preserved Drumlanrig Castle throughout generations for you to enjoy today.
The Montagu Douglas Scott Family
The name Buccleuch, the object of much misspelling and poor pronunciation, originates from the 10th century when legend has it that King Kenneth III was hunting in a deep ravine or ‘cleuch’ in the heart of the forest, when a young buck became cornered and charged towards the unarmed King. A young man named John Scott seized the buck by the antlers and wrestled it to the ground, saving the King’s life. From that day, the Scotts were referred to as Buck Cleuch, the ‘buck from the ravine’ and were rewarded for their bravery.
Since the 15th Century, the Scotts of Buccleuch have played a leading part in the life and development of large parts of the South of Scotland. Their links to the commercial property market trace back to this period, with the 5th Duke of Buccleuch responsible for the development and ownership of Granton Harbour (now part of Edinburgh’s Waterfront masterplan), as a means of exporting coal mined from the estates to generate additional income.
One of the more colourful characters to emerge during the turbulent times of the 16th century was Walter Scott. Knighted by King James VI in 1590, he became known as ‘Bold Buccleuch’ because of his dashing exploits in Border raids; in 1606 Walter was created 1st Lord Scott of Buccleuch and the Dukedom arose from the marriage of Walter’s great granddaughter Anna to James, Duke of Monmouth in 1663. As a consequence, the houses of the Scotts were united with the Montagus of Boughton and in 1810 the death of William, 4th Duke of Queensberry brought Drumlanrig and the Queensberry Estate into the family, thus establishing the family’s full surname, Montagu Douglas Scott.

THE BUCCLEUCH  COLLECTION
	Drumlanrig’s rich history is complemented by being home to some of the jewels of the Buccleuch Collection. Created over many generations and five centuries by the Montagu Douglas and Scott forbears of the Dukes of Buccleuch and Queensberry it is internationally recognised as one of the most important in the country.
Pride of place goes to Rembrandt’s Old Lady Reading, but with family portraits by artists such as Thomas Gainsborough, Alan Ramsay and Sir Joshua Reynolds, landscapes by Paul Sandby and the Dutch masters, and cartoons by Rowlandson, it has the capacity to appeal to all tastes.
The Buccleuch Collection is particularly renowned for its furniture and for its silver. Two great cabinets by the 17th century French master, Andre Charles Boulle , bring the spirit of Louis XIV to the grand drawing room. Along with tapestry, precious fabrics and porcelain all embraced within the atmosphere of a family home, a visit to Drumlanrig is a rare art historical experience.

THE GARDENS
You may be interested in exploring the Castle’s Gardens.
Open daily from 10 am to 5pm throughout the season, the lovingly tended 40 acres offer both inspiration and relaxation to everyone. And the garden’s colourful heritage and rich diversity are almost as inspiring as the sights and smells of the plants themselves.
As you stroll through the formal gardens you can’t help but admire the 183m Long Terrace Walk – along a magnificent stone balustrade that’s famous for growing tender climbing plants. The grand parterres – large square plots elaborately planted with box flowers or cut grass are an outstanding feature of the formal gardens and you’ll see rose gardens dating back to the 17th Century.
You can marvel at the recently restored Victorian glasshouses and the distinctive Heather Houses and work continues on returning the Cascade to its former glory.
Modern additions to the garden include a rambling Woodland Garden and magnificent Rhododendron collection. You can even recreate a little piece of the gardens at home with a plant purchase from the gift shop.

THE TEAROOM
You may want to partake of lunch at the Castle’s Tearoom.   The Castle Tearoom caters to all tastes
The produce you’ll enjoy in the tearoom is the freshest available, sourced locally where possible and even grown in the Castle’s kitchen garden when in season.
The Tearoom was the original Castle kitchen, so it has a long tradition of serving fine food for some very discerning guests.
You can   feast your eyes on gleaming antique kitchen copperware as you enjoy your lunch or afternoon tea. Choose from a tempting array of traditional Scottish dishes, or just sit back and relax with a coffee and cake as you take a well-earned rest.








