Barb Kilpatrick: Champion of the scared and silent
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Barb Kilpatrick was a passionate advocate for victims of domestic violence. Her 37 years of work in this challenging arena were a relentless pursuit to not only assist and protect women and children, but to champion law reform and social justice.
As well as working for a refuge, she was on parliamentary committees, advisory boards, councils and taskforces over decades and effectively became a consultant to the police and government for issues relating to women, domestic violence and child protection.
Barbara Mary Pass was born on July 19, 1941, the youngest of five children of Frank Pass, who was then in the army and later owned a shop in Kingsford then worked for the British Motor Corporation, and his wife, Marjorie (nee Calderon).
Barb grew up in Kingsford, where she climbed trees, played cowboys and Indians, and took friends to school on her bike (one on the handlebars, one on the seat, and Barb standing, pedalling). It was always Barb who smoothed things over if Frank arrived home ''refreshed'' from the local RSL.
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She went to Brigidine College, Randwick, and started courting David Kilpatrick when she was 16. They married in 1961.
Then, in the mid-1970s, as a young and naive mother of five, Kilpatrick volunteered as a child-support worker at a northern beaches refuge for victims of domestic violence, one of only four in NSW at the time. It became her life purpose. By the early 1980s, she had not only gone from volunteer to chief executive of the refuge (now the Manly Warringah Women's Resource Centre) but was on a NSW Premier's Department committee for new domestic violence legislation. In 1986, she became a member of the Child Protection Council, a position she held for 10 years. It was about this time that she also became a consultant to the then-NSW police commissioner, John Avery, on women's issues.
The police response to incidents of domestic violence was an issue Kilpatrick felt particularly strongly about. While sympathetic to their difficult role, she saw that police intervention could help to break the cycle of violence and, today, largely due to Kilpatrick's unyielding efforts, police have strong instructions to arrest perpetrators of domestic violence.
Kilpatrick became a regular fixture on the training schedule for police recruits in Goulburn, and in 1997 received the National Award for Achievement in Working with Police.
Although she had no formal tertiary degree, Kilpatrick took dozens of legal and psychological courses to better ''talk the talk''. In 1992, she negotiated the services of 15 solicitors in Manly Local Court to appear pro bono for women seeking protection orders. The scheme was so successful it obtained legal aid funding in 1996 and was rolled out across the state.
For many frightened and fragile women, the regular sight of Barb Kilpatrick on the steps of the local courthouse was a source of strength and inspiration. In 2003, Kilpatrick was awarded an OAM. When a last-minute call for emergency housing came through for a desperate woman and child, Kilpatrick would do something to help, often opening her own home to ensure victims were safe. Her two youngest children would sometimes accompany her on supervised visits for children, and in one case they recall her first smearing the station wagon number plates with Vegemite because the perpetrator had links to organised crime.
She drank a ''skinny cap'' with extra chocolate and was valued for her expertise in local real estate. She spoilt her grandchildren, was an avid traveller and a loyal friend. She loved birds, fabulous shoes, most things Italian, a good read and a good laugh. The eternal optimist, there was little complaining from Kilpatrick - despite suffering chronic pain in her legs over the past decade. The only bad word she ever spoke was reserved for a misguided politician.
Barb Kilpatrick is survived by David, children Jody, Jacinta, Cristian, Lincoln and Gabrielle, their partners Sharon, Ray, Peta, Liz and Gary, and 17 grandchildren.
The Manly Warringah Women's Resource Centre hopes to build a new wing in Kilpatrick's honour. Details: (02) 9971 4499.
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