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The victim in a fiery crash on Interstate 75 in Bradley County on Thanksgiving night was a longtime employee of the Knoxville News-Sentinel.

Charles “Chuck” Kirkpatrick, 45, worked as a graphic designer at the newspaper for the past 15 years. He formerly was an employee of WATE, Channel 6.

Bradley County EMS sent two ambulances and a shift commander to a car crash just before 10 p.m. At the 34-mile marker northbound a Toyota Camry left the roadway, struck a tree, then burst into flames. 

When the emergency crews arrived, the car was involved with flames. The fire was too hot for responders to approach. The Bradley County Fire and Rescue subdued the fire. 

Authorities said the driver started to go off the left side of the road, then over-corrected and went off on the right side. The vehicle then struck a tree. The driver was not wearing a seat belt.

Mr. Kirkpatrick was the only occupant in the vehicle. He was pronounced dead at the scene. The Bradley County Medical Examiner arrived to assist with the investigation and transport. 

He was headed back toward Knoxville.

"We thought we were going to make it through the Thanksgiving holiday without any traffic fatalities. The holiday season is so unpredictable, but historically it seems like we always respond to at least one bad accident," said Stan Clark, EMS spokesperson.
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UPDATE: Man Dies in Fiery Crash in Bradley County
UPDATE: We now know the identity of the man killed in a fiery single car crash Thanksgiving night in Bradley County. Charles “Chuck” Kirkpatrick, 45, was the victim and sole occupant of the vehicle.

According to Tennessee Highway Patrol, the accident occurred at around 10 p.m. on Interstate 75 at mile marker 34.

Kirkpatrick was a longtime employee of the Knoxville News Sentinel. He was a graphic designer in the advertising department and had been with the newspaper for almost 15 years.

Investigating Trooper Phillip Reagan said Kirkpatrick was northbound when his car went off the left side of the road, in a curve. When Kirkpatrick over-corrected, his vehicle went back across both lanes of traffic, then ran off the right side of the road, struck a tree, and burst into flames.

THP says Kirkpatrick was not wearing a seat belt.

A fiery car wreck in Bradley County killed a man Thanksgiving night around 10:00.

According to Stan Clark with Bradley County EMS, the unidentified driver was headed northbound on I-75 near the Charleston exit. That's where he left the roadway, hit a tree, and the car burst into flames.

The fire was too hot for first responders to get close to, so a rescue operation wasn't an option.

The male driver was the only person in the car, and he died on the scene.
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