Janine Mary Kirkpatrick

Janine Mary Kirkpatrick, peacefully passed away Thursday, Oct. 24, 2013, after battling lung cancer and leukemia. She resided in Templeton since 1975, having graced San Luis Obispo County with her art lessons for 38 years. Janine was born in Newark, New Jersey in August 1943, and was an alumna of Chatham College and Rutgers University.  During her graduate work at Rutgers, Janine took her first teaching job as an art instructor at Clinton Public High School in New Jersey, riding a motorcycle to work. She was actively involved in the Equal Rights Movement marching with Martin Luther King Jr. as part of her lifelong dedication to equality. She served in the United States Peace Corp for two years in Ecuador - an experience which shaped her life significantly. During the 1980's, Janine founded ArtPark in Atascadero - a summer program providing youth art instruction. She taught art classes year-round at many schools in the area, including Santa Lucia School and Escuela Del Rio. Many students in the area learned the art of ceramics, painting and drawing from Janine. Her tile-work collaborations with students are on permanent display near the bus stop in front of the Atascadero Police Department. She was also an adult ceramics instructor through Cuesta College. Janine loved being a grandmother and hiking with her close companion, John Cloninger and their Sierra Club colleagues.  She frequented Yosemite, Sequoia, Montaña de Oro, and Southern Big Sur, with many overnight and day hikes. Janine was also a very talented photographer, frequently capturing the flowers she found on hikes like the almond tree blossoms of the Templeton region in a stunning fashion. Her personal art spanned from political mixed media to watercolors portraying the beauty of the Elfin Forest in Los Osos. Janine's latest big project - which she was working on up until she passed away - is a tribute to the rare and endangered butterflies of California. Traveling to many natural history museums across California, Janine illustrated the actual butterflies as accurately as possible, observing the butterflies utilizing a microscope and perfecting her pastels over months. These colorful pastels of California butterflies aim to raise awareness of the importance of biodiversity and the symbiosis between the essential native host plants and California's endangered butterflies. Janine is survived by her brother, David Zimmerman; daughter, Rita Tate; son, Dr. Jamey Kirkpatrick ND; and two grandchildren, Veronica and Lorelei Tate. A memorial and reception will celebrate Janine's life at 1 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 24, 2013, at the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, and will mark the opening of her latest exhibit - Rare and Endangered. Janine will be greatly missed.
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