
Eva Kirkpatrick dies; Jefferson County educator who headed science-art fair

Eva Kirkpatrick, a Jefferson County educator and one of the leading forces behind the Mastodon Art/Science Regional Fair, died Friday (June 8, 2012) at St. Clare Health Center in Fenton. She was 86.

Mrs. Kirkpatrick also helped lead the campaigns to establish Jefferson College, where she became a trustee, and the Jefferson County Public Library. She participated in a successful fight in the mid-1970s to keep the county from opening a landfill in Antonia. Mrs. Kirkpatrick was born in Arcadia, Mo., and graduated in 1947 from Washington University with a degree in medical research.

That same year, she married pharmacist Raymond Kirkpatrick.

Mrs. Kirkpatrick taught science for 24 years in the Fox School District in Jefferson County, and later earned a master's degree in science education from Webster University.

She was honored in 2011 by the Missouri Academy of Science for her contributions to science education. She wrote a nature column for several years for the Jefferson County Journal.

The Kirkpatricks' home in Antonia, built on 16 acres in the foothills of the Ozarks, was a split-level called Stonebrook. Designed by St. Louis architect Harris Armstrong, it has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

In 1991, Mrs. Kirkpatrick became director of the Mastodon Fair, which in the next several years she helped grow from a small, rural competition to one that included thousands of student participants.

"When I was growing up, she was kind of a mentor to me," said Jill Malcom, the current executive director of the Mastodon Fair. "Eva gave. She gave freely, and she gave everything all the time. ... She not only left a legacy but made a difference everywhere she went. She was motivated by giving students an opportunity to excel."

The Mastodon Fair, which is held in March, bills itself as "the largest combined art and science fair in the nation" — promoting excellence in art and science in public, private and home schools. It invites all kindergarten through 12th-grade students in Jefferson, St. Louis, Ste. Genevieve, Franklin, Crawford, and Washington counties to participate.

A memorial service will be at 4 p.m. Tuesday at Grace Presbyterian Church in Crystal City. A visitation will be at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday at Bellerive Funeral Home, 740 North Mason Road, Creve Coeur, with a funeral service there at 11 a.m. Interment will be in Bellerive Cemetery.

Among the survivors are two daughters, Vera McCullough of Imperial and Becky Osbourn of Ballwin, a son, Rodman Kirkpatrick of Cyprus, Texas; a brother, Louis Miller of Palos Verdes, Calif.; and three grandchildren. Her husband died in 1998.
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