
THE PARENTS OF  

JOHN HUGH KIRKPATRICK 

 

 Several researchers claim the father and mother of John Kirkpatrick were William and 

Margaret (Waugh) Kirkpatrick of Paxton Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.  

 In the early 20
th

 century E. Spears McCollough researched the descendants of John 

Hugh Kirkpatrick, not a small feat considering the limitations of research at that time.   Many 

have relied heavily of McCollough’s research and have, in fact, take it as the last word. 

Unfortunately, HE relied on the earlier research of the noted Pennsylvania historian, William 

Henry  Engle MD, MA.  (1830-1901).  Egle wrote over 50 historical and genealogical volumes. 

A Snipit from Egle’s 

PENNSYLVANIA GENEALOGIES; SCOTCH-IRISH AND GERMAN 1886 

 
 If one stops their research with this tidbit, they assume John Hugh Kirkpatrick was the 

son of William Kirkpatrick and Margaret Waugh.  Further research by Egle refutes this 

Assumption. 

 



.

 
Also, in looking at William’s will, it states that upon his youngest son reaching his majority 

age of 21 his lands are to be evenly divided with ½ for John and ½ for William.   

 

 



 
 

 In July of 1780 Margaret Kirkpatrick deeded the land left in her control by the death of 

her husband, William, to her son, William (no mention of John) as prescribed by William Sr’s 

Will. 

 
 Since John Hugh Kirkpatrick died in Hawkins / Hamblen Co Tennessee in March of 

1812, he could NOT have been the same John named as the son of William Kirkpatrick and 

Margaret Waugh.   

 Now, the question remains, WHO WERE JOHN HUGH KIRKPATRICK’S PARENTS????? 

 A clue is his wife’s names as Jane (Jean / Janet) Wilkins.  This is a proven fact since JHK 

had named his youngest son WILKINS Kirkpatrick from Lancaster Co., PA.  A careful search 

reveals 2 additional candidates for JHK’s father.  There were 2 Kirkpatricks who died and left 

wills in West Nottingham Township, Chester Co., PA.  This township border’s Lancaster Co.. 

 These 2 Kirkpatrick’s were John Kirkpatrick (1687-1772) and Hugh Kirkpatrick (ca 1697-

1768).  In taking a closer look at their wills, both has a son named John.  Little is known about 

Joh, son of John Kirkpatrick except that he was born ca 1718 while John Hugh Kirkpatrick was 

born in 1741. 



 Attention was then turned to the John Kirkpatrick named in Hugh Kirkpatrick’s will.   

 
Since Hugh does not name his wife, it can only be assumed she had already died. 

 

Hugh deeded land to his son, John, 205 acres in West Nottingham Tshp, Chester Co., PA on 

October 29, 1765 



 
Then,  after Hugh’s death in 1768, on the 26

th
 of March 1769 John Kirkpatrick AND WIFE JANE  

Sell this SAME plot of land.        (2 segments of said will) 

 
So, considering all the evidence, it is clear that John Hugh Kirkpatrick was NOT the som of 

William and Margaret (Waugh) Kirkpatrick, but rather the son of Hugh Kirkpatrick who died in 

1768 in West Nottingham Tshp, Chester Co., PA.  – I REST MY CASE 


