THE PARENTS OF
JOHN HUGH KIRKPATRICK

Several researchers claim the father and mother of John Kirkpatrick were William and
Margaret (Waugh) Kirkpatrick of Paxton Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.

In the early 20" century E. Spears McCollough researched the descendants of John
Hugh Kirkpatrick, not a small feat considering the limitations of research at that time. Many
have relied heavily of McCollough’s research and have, in fact, take it as the last word.
Unfortunately, HE relied on the earlier research of the noted Pennsylvania historian, William
Henry Engle MD, MA. (1830-1901). Egle wrote over 50 historical and genealogical volumes.
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* WILLIAM KIRKrATRICK, of Paxtang, died in September, 1760,
Ieating a wife, MARGARET, and children as follows :
i. John, m. Jane, danghter of John Wilkins.
it. W tf!: am, was & merchant in Lancaster, and died there.
iii. Anne, m. Josiah Espy.
iv. Sarah,b. March 27,1754 ; d. February 25, 1826: m. Cap-
tain Samuel Kearsley, of the Revolution.
Margaret Kirkpatrick, b. 1726 ; d. November 8, 1802, and is buried
in Paxtang church grave-yard.

If one stops their research with this tidbit, they assume John Hugh Kirkpatrick was the
son of William Kirkpatrick and Margaret Waugh. Further research by Egle refutes this
Assumption.
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of Jaeob Keigley, stocking weaver, of | ager of his estate until the youngest child
Carlisle. | should rench the age of twenty-one, a pe-
McCoy, Robert, Esq, m. June 23, 1813, | ricdd, in this cnse, of about two decades.
Elizabeth Dunn, dav. of Andrew Dunn,|  Ann was ten years old when her father
Loth of Carlisle. died, and nine years later she married
Martin, Benjamin, m. Oct, 28, 1813, Sally  Josiah Espy, of Hanover township, near
Long, both of Toboyne township. | Indinmtown Gap, where they began houses
MeCord, Andrew, Esq., I. AL at Newville, | keeping, but soon afterwanls purchased
m, Feb., 13, 1814, Misa Davidson, daw. of ' and took poaseasion of the estale in Pax-
John Davidson, of West Pennsbore’, by | tang, now Susquehanna township, Duuphin
Rev. Williams. county, at present owned in part by the
——a—— lieire of William  Trullinger; hete they
Ann Kirkpairvick 175301512, spent the reinainder of their lives, Mr.
The subject of this sketeh wos born on ' Espy passing away on the 23d day of July,
the banks of the Swatarn, on the farm ad- | 1513, and she rempining until May 30th,
joininge the present  borough of Middle. 1542,
town, January 11, 1760, Her father, Wil During the Revolutionary War, Mr.
liwm Kirkpatrick, son of Samuel, of Ar-| Hspy, in ecommon with every other able.
magh, Ireland, emigrated to Ameriea in’ bodied Seotch-lrishman  in Paxtang, de-
1755, beeame possessed of o large body of | voted much of his time to publie aifairs,
land at Middletown, mueh of whieh is now | and the faet that he and others who had
owned by the Frey estate, married Mar-' wives and children were able to do this
garet. Waugh, and died there in 1760, st and ol the same time contribute of their
the early uge of 41, leaving a wife, two | sulstance to the cause, spraks volumes for
sons, John and and William, and twoe the energy, ability and patriotism of the
doughiters, Ann and Saral.  Fe was buried | women, opon whom rested, very lur;_re]'..
in & picturesque spet on the Lrow of the the domestic interests of the community
hill above his house, m‘ﬂrlwkin;.: the wind-  during ile struggle for mdcr‘ndencr In
ing course of the Swalarn as it emerges this respeet Ann Kirkpatrick proved her.
from thn bluffa bevomnd :u:u'l mlngles Jth salf c-;unl to the situation. The multitwd-
\1 ulq.h i inous affairs of the old time farm estab-
lisjunent were almost ns well eondueted as
when the master himself was at the helm,
nor was the education of the children for
o moment neglected, espeeinlly the shorter
eatechism shde of it of which it has bhean
said that even the youngest, “the” searce-
Iy Tomger than my leg, coulld sereed you
off elfectual calling as fast as any in the
dwalling.”
In person Ann Kirkpatrick was of me-

15 ETLI.\L' was a I:m.‘nu.n 5 BUr-
rm.mdwi by a wall of red zomdstone from
the neighboring quarries, which ineloses
a gpace about sixteen feet aquare, and it s
probable that his son John rests within
the same enclosure as no mention of him
is made in the settlement of the estale,
o lr'lllltiull has II:. that one of the chil-

ment this spot yn.--.-ntu the aspect of A
small elump of trees, surrounded by a | dinm height, blue eyes, fair complexion,
dilapidated wall, in the center of o cnltt | symetrical figure and a countenanee which

vated field, ond in times gone by, was betokemed indelligence and geniality. In-
given a wide berth by the superstitions | tellectually she wns endowed with o mem-
dwellers in the region around about, | ory so astonishing that her husband found

Mr. Kirkpatrick was o man of means it unnecessary to trouble himself with ae
anil intelligence, and was doubtless some- | count books, as to minor affairs, relying
what in advance of his age, as he made | solely wpon her unerring rwaﬂmtlon nf
special provision in his will for the edu- detaila,  This facnlty, coupled with her
cation of his daughters, directing that | hinbit of reading almnet every book that
they be “brought up and trained in a man- | came her way, rendered her one of the
ner suitable to their station,” leaving his best conversationali=ts of her time. Dur-
wife as principal executrix and sole man- | ing her long widowhood, after her chil-
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dren were settled in life, she spent m'd'l
erable time travelling, chieflly on horse.
back, visiting friends in  Wilkes-Barre,
Bedford, Gettysburg, Lewisburg, Lancas.
ter, ete,, exeursions which required as
mueh time and energy as a trip around the
globe in these days of her great-graml-
chililren, the relation of the “uncos” of
which afforded vastly more entertainment
to the home peaple than the stories of the
“rlobe trotters™ of to-day. In her later
yvears it was o great treat to make one of
a company arcund the eveming fire and
listen to her graphic accounts of bygone
event®,  Unfortunately she committed
nothing to paper and there was no Bosweh
amomg her hearers.

The estimation in which she waa held
by her contemporaries  can ba gathered
from an ehitwary notice written doubtless
by Rev. Jumes Bharon, from which we
lllll'ltq i fi:l\' |‘|;|!';Ig'|';l.phs;

“Diel—=At the resldence of her son, in
Susquehannn township, Douphin county,
on Moenday, the J0th day of Moy, 1842,
AMra. Ann hnr}qm:mh Lapy, in t]:c: 03d
vear of her age.  Her romains were inter-
red in the Paxton burying ground on Wed-
nesday lnst. “Amd she died in o good old
age, full of years, and was gathered to her
people.” The brief but appropriate and -
pressive language of the Hible, used to
note the death of an aged patriarch, who
lived out his years aml God took to hime
self, is almost all that is necessary to mld
to the reconl of this good and venerable
lmdy's decense, OF no disese; of no blast,
she died,” * = * = & ® Sffer charac.
ter as o member of society needs no pane-
eyvrie; it was formed by all those qualitics
* % ' which make up the characters of
the truly good. To the largest extent of
her means, she was charitable and bemefi- |
eent; the highest plensure of her life wrnl
in mntnlmhng ta the comfort and Imp[n |
nl'!lc. of thoae who surrounded her. *

= And with so little display was her
v!!:lrll} administerpd that = * = thel
recipienis of her bounty knew nof, fre-
quently the hamd amd  the  heart from
whenee the kindness came., * * % Mra,
Fapy was the oldest person residing in|
Dauphin county at her decease, anid never
resided out of ts present limiis,” * * %)
V.. n |

Also, in looking at William’s will, it states that upon his youngest son reaching his majority
age of 21 his lands are to be evenly divided with % for John and % for William.
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my sons, John & William are both come to mature age, |
appoint that my lands be divided into two equally valuable
shares between them & in case either of them die before he

comes to mature age, that the survivor of them shall possess
the whole of my lands.

In July of 1780 Margaret Kirkpatrick deeded the land left in her control by the death of
her husband, William, to her son, William (no mention of John) as prescribed by William Sr’s

Will.
The following excerpts are from Lancaster County Deed

R-698. Margaret Kirkpatrick to William Kirkpatrick registered 18 July,
1780:

"---Margaret Kirkpatrick, widdow of William Kirkpatrick late
of Lancaster County deced.---. William Kirkpatrick was in his life-
time lawfully siezed and possessed of-two contigious tracts of land
situated in Paxton Township in the County of Lancaster---died having
first made his last will and testament in writing---(among other things

given and devised) did give unto his wife Margaret---! In case my

wife remaing a widow, che is after my xnungest gon's EEIHEFI to en-
Joy a suitable house one of my orchards and su clent grain yearly
paid her for her maintenance during her natural life by my Son Son's or
daughters possessing my sald lands'---by said in part recited will

and last testament duly proved and remaining in the Register's Office

at Lancaster--- Wheress William Kirkpatrick. the vo t mon of t
aforesd. Willi Rirkpatrick Heceaueﬁ Eafnﬁ now of full e there-
Tore the whole ol the =ald Iwo eonﬂglnus tracts or EarceIs O Lang

IOW Décame and in pursuanceé vi tne sa etited testament.
RIZfT ocught to be the property of fhe gglﬂ wp, Kirkpatrick the. sur-
v.wiggt hgr:m o the Ea eceage ¥ payving or making Tu SatisTac

on to 8_mother atoresaid.---"' 0On receipt of nayment, Mar t
Kirkpatrick released, relinguished and i By L riﬁ%
e estate to ner son, William Kirkpatrick. She signed the deed on
I3 July, 1780. -
Since John Hugh Kirkpatrick died in Hawkins / Hamblen Co Tennessee in March of
1812, he could NOT have been the same John named as the son of William Kirkpatrick and

Margaret Waugh.

A clue is his wife’s names as Jane (Jean / Janet) Wilkins. This is a proven fact since JHK
had named his youngest son WILKINS Kirkpatrick from Lancaster Co., PA. A careful search
reveals 2 additional candidates for JHK’s father. There were 2 Kirkpatricks who died and left
wills in West Nottingham Township, Chester Co., PA. This township border’s Lancaster Co..

These 2 Kirkpatrick’s were John Kirkpatrick (1687-1772) and Hugh Kirkpatrick (ca 1697-
1768). In taking a closer look at their wills, both has a son named John. Little is known about
Joh, son of John Kirkpatrick except that he was born ca 1718 while John Hugh Kirkpatrick was

bornin 1741.



Attention was then turned to the John Kirkpatrick named in Hugh Kirkpatrick’s will.
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Since Hugh does not name his wife, it can only be assumed she had already died.

Hugh deeded land to his son, John, 205 acres in West Nottingham Tshp, Chester Co., PA on
October 29, 1765
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Then, after Hugh'’s death in 1768, on the 26" of March 1769 John Kirkpatrick AND WIFE JANE
Sell this SAME plot of land. (2 segments of said W|II)
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So, considering all the evidence, it is clear that John Hugh Kirkpatrick was NOT the som of

William and Margaret (Waugh) Kirkpatrick, but rather the son of Hugh Kirkpatrick who died in
1768 in West Nottingham Tshp, Chester Co., PA. —1 REST MY CASE
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